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DENTAL TREATMENT WAITING LIST 

90. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Health: 
My question without notice is to the world’s best Minister for Health.  Last year the Gallop government 
announced initiatives worth $3 million to reduce the public dental treatment waiting list.  Will the minister 
inform the house on the success of these strategies? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 
I am very pleased to inform the member for Albany that in January 2004 some 24 000 Western Australians, 
mainly elderly and low-income people, were on the waiting list for public dental treatment.  The initiatives that 
we undertook to provide dental care for the people who had been waiting, in my view, for unacceptably long 
periods were designed to halve the number of people on the waiting list.  We had a target to reduce those 24 000 
names on the list to 12 500 by June this year.  I am delighted to report to the house today that we have already 
achieved that target.  At the beginning of this month the public dental treatment waiting list had fallen to 12 305.  
As a result of that initiative, a total of 11 183 patients on the waiting list accepted offers of treatment between 
February 2004 and April this year.  Of those patients, 7 197 have had their procedures done, while 3 986 are 
having ongoing treatment.  However, we are not stopping there.  During the election campaign in February we 
also announced a $4 million strategy to treat an additional 13 200 patients over the next four years.  That means 
an additional 3 300 patients each year will have their teeth seen to and the downward trend in dental treatment 
waiting lists will continue.  Although emergency dental patients are always seen immediately, the average 
waiting time for dental treatment has also fallen dramatically since these initiatives were introduced.  At this 
stage I should say that these initiatives for dental care were directly as a result of the member for Albany raising 
the concerns of his local constituents having to wait too long for dental treatment.   

Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan interjected. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  In January 2004 the average waiting time for treatment was 17.3 months.  On 1 April this 
year the average waiting time had collapsed to 7.3 months.  The government also recently introduced - 

Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan interjected. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  The opposition does not like the success that we are enjoying, does it?  It does not like it 
at all.  Be happy for all the people who have not been able to get treatment in the past, rather than whingeing and 
showing too much misery.  This is a great success story. 

The government also recently introduced a 10 per cent recruitment and retention allowance for dentists to further 
assist in reducing waiting times for dental care by attracting increased numbers of salaried dentists.  The rural 
dental scheme has successfully reduced waiting times for general dental care with overseas dentists being 
recruited in several regional towns and cities: three for Bunbury, three for Albany and one each for Kalgoorlie, 
Newman, Meekatharra, Exmouth, Fitzroy Crossing and Port Hedland.  All these strategies have contributed 
greatly to reducing the dental treatment waiting list which blew out in 1996 after the John Howard federal 
coalition government scrapped $10 million worth of funding under the commonwealth dental health program.  
Our government has stepped in to sort out the mess created by the Howard government and ensured that Western 
Australians are offered dental treatment as soon as possible.  We, Mr Speaker, have delivered on this important 
matter.   
 


